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As promised, this issue of the Marietta Traveler is pet-themed, inspired by the popularity of the “Meet the Pets of 
Marietta” column.  You will be introduced to a number of our town’s beloved pets throughout this issue, and you will 
find several pet-themed articles covering everything from grooming and training, to keeping your pets safe this Spring. 

Meet the Pets of Marietta

Name: Goat
Owners: Tom & Angie Gochenaur 

Fact: He yells at his owners so much 
that last year a video of him doing 

just that went viral, he made the front 
page on numerous sites such as MSN 
and AOL... even in Russian. Other than 
yelling, he enjoys chasing his cat friend 

RZA and tennis balls. 

Name: Izzy
I love 
car rides, 
sunshine and 
naps! I’ve 
been named 
Miss October 
2018 and 
Miss April 
2019 for the 
Bark for Life 
- Hershey. You 
can follow my 
adventures 
on Instagram 
at Izzy_the_
wonder_
beagle!

Name: Bootsy - Official Greeter at  
Chiques Rock Outfitters 

Owners: Ranae Tibbens and Marty Cox.

Names: Sushi, Puck, Joplin, and Lemmy. 
Owners: Trisha and Jack. 

Fact: All of our pets are rescues,  
and they love music. 

Names: Belle (left) and Lady (right)
Owners: Thomas and Stacey Wolf 

Fact: We are very food driven  
and love to sleep.

Name: Butterscotch
22 lbs. of handsome 
yellow. Loves to pull 
on the door handle 
and cry to get into 
the room you’re in 
and then turn right 
around and leave 
again. Likes to dip 
his paws in his 
water bowl and lick 
them rather than 
just drinking the 
water. Owners: Jeff 
& Tiff Monchik
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Chowderfest is back and getting better than ever.  
More restaurants are competing this year for your vote to 
be the best people’s choice of soup, chowder, or bisque.  The 
festival is scheduled for Sunday, April 7th, from 11:00 until 
3:00 at the historic Railroad House Inn and Restaurant.  
Event coordinator Ed Lincoln, Jr. and owners Joey Bowden 
and Freddy States have teamed-up again to raise money 
for the Pioneer Fire Company, Sebastian Foundation All-
Breed Dog Rescue, the Marietta Market and Lancaster 
Foodstock.  Last year’s event saw over 400 attendees and 
netted the most money of all the events thus far.
Chowderfest is a competition between area restaurants 
bringing their best soup, chowder, or bisque.  The public, 
after paying a $12 donation, will receive a ballot card and 

walk the premises sampling and rating all the participants’ 
products.  The restaurant with the highest tally of points 
will be crowned the champs of 2019, receiving the People’s 
Choice Award.  There is also a panel of discreet judges, 
from the likes of restaurateurs and managers and chefs, 
who will choose their collective favorite and present the 
Judge’s Pick.
During the event there will be live music performed 
by Acoustic Echo, the Towson-Steele Solution, Paul 
Christopher Solo, the Hydroponic Philharmonic unplugged 
and other artists to be determined.  Caricature artist Louis 
Welsh will be on hand, as well as a silent auction to help 
bolster the donation to the wonderful charities.
A special thanks goes out to our perpetual corporate 
donors: Carriage House Construction, CGA Law Firm, The 
Red Roof Inn, Sue Aiken and Jeremy Ganse Remax, as well 
and new sponsor Finkenbinder Funeral Homes. 
This year’s event aligns with the anniversary of the 
repeal of prohibition in 1933. Specialty cocktails and 
amazing craft beers will be available throughout the day, 
as well as locally sourced foods prepared by Executive 
Chef Talon Lewis.
Tickets for the event are available at the Railroad House 
during hours of operation, or may be purchased on 
Eventbrite. 
If you would like to donate silent auction items or be a 
sponsor (2 Levels), please contact Ed Lincoln, Jr. via text 
at 717-819-6265 or stop by the Railroad House during 
business hours. Questions may be sent to 717-819-6265 
via TEXT ONLY, please.

Marietta Fireworks Are Going to be a Blast Again in 2019
After an amazing performance last July 4th, the Marietta 

Fireworks will return once again this July 6th with a goal to 
double the entirety of the show.  Once again, the fireworks 
will be displayed under the supervision of Gary Schatz, a 
trained fireworks pyrotechnician, and will feature a huge 
opening, a ground show, a memorial barrage (a mid show 
rapid fire display), and a colossal finale.

July 6th promises to be a special day in Marietta. In 
the morning, the annual bike race will journey through 

the town. In the afternoon, there 
are tentative plans for a cornhole 
tournament with trophies at the 
War Memorial Park, as well as 
entertainment for the kids provided 
by 3 Monkeys, including a bounce 
house, a 65 foot obstacle course/ 
slide challenge and an inflatable 
obstacle course.  It is hoped that 
during the afternoon and evening 
many different food vendors will be available, as well as 
musicians to provide entertainment. The fireworks will 
commence at 9:15 in the evening.

The return of the fireworks and the events that accompany 
it once again promises to be a special and entertaining 
day. To carry out the proposed agenda, however, funds 
are needed.  Please send donations that will support this 
memorable event to:

Marietta Fireworks
40 Old Colebrook Road

Marietta, PA 17547

 Photo courtesy of Stormchaser441
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Keep Your Pets Safe This Spring
Written by Jack Ries 
Spring is in the air, and for those of us who own dogs, that 
means that it is soon time to enjoy the great outdoors with 
our four-legged companions.  Although there are few things 
more enjoyable and rewarding than a nice walk in the woods 
with Fido, there are things that dog owners should keep in 
mind while out and about with their pets.  
South central Pennsylvania isn’t an area of the world that is 
particularly known for dangerous flora, fauna, and wildlife, 
but there are a few plants and animals worth mentioning 
that could prove to be dangerous to your fur babies.  I’ve 
always said that education is the key to a hale and hearty 
general public, so that having been said, I did some research 
in to native plants and animals that could cause problems 
for you and your dog.  This isn’t a definitive list, so there may 
be other items worth mentioning, which aren’t mentioned 
here.  If you are planning a hike in a new or unfamiliar area, 
be sure to research any wildlife hazards that may be present 
before embarking on your journey.  For the purposes of this 
article, however, these are some of the organisms that you 
may be more likely to encounter in our area of the state.

Plants:
Azalea – Although this plant is a fairly common ornamental 
in our area, its leaves and nectar are extremely poisonous.  
Bulbs – Daffodils, Tulips, Wild Onions, and other perennials 
that grow from bulbs can be toxic to dogs.  Although the 
bulbs contain the highest concentrations of toxins, if enough 
leaves or flowers are ingested, they can make a dog very sick.
English Ivy – This one may come as a surprise given that 
it is relatively common, but if your pet eats the leaves of 
this plant, it can result in vomiting, diarrhea, and excessive 
salivation.
Poison Ivy, Oak, & Sumac – Although it’s not common for pets 
to experience the same skin reactions to these plants that 
we do, they can still cause problems.  While not necessarily 
toxic to pets, if eaten they can cause stomach irritation and 
possible vomiting.
Wolf’s Bane – Also known as Monk’s Hood and Aconite, this 
is the most toxic plant on this list.  All parts of the plant are 
toxic, and as the name implies, it will poison your dog.
 - If your dog eats any of these plants and exhibits symptoms 
of poisoning, i.e. stomach irritation, vomiting, diarrhea, or 
lethargy, call a veterinary clinic’s emergency line.

Animals:
Birds of Prey – These aren’t really a risk to most dog breeds, 
but they are worth mentioning.  We have Goshawks, Red 
Tail Hawks, Peregrine Falcons, and Bald Eagles in our area.  
These birds are opportunistic hunters in open spaces, and 
will grab any prey they can if it is small enough.  If you have 
a small dog, the best defense against these predators is a 
good, sturdy leash.  Even if the bird gets a hold of your dog, 
they will usually release it without a fight once they realize 
they can’t fly off with it, hopefully leaving Rover with only 
some minor cuts and bruises.
Deer – We normally don’t think of deer as dangerous animals, 
but in the springtime doe are leading their fawns out into 

the world for the first time, and will defend them violently, 
if necessary. It is rare, but if a deer feels threatened and 
cornered, it will maul anything in its path.  Deer hooves can 
be extremely dangerous, and due to the weight of adult doe 
and bucks, most breeds of dog are no match for the whitetail 
deer.  If you see one, especially a doe with fawns, it is best 
to watch it from a distance, and wait until it passes through 
before proceeding with your walk.
Snakes – There are three venomous snakes native to 
Pennsylvania.  They are the Northern Copperhead, Timber 
Rattlesnake, and Eastern Massasauga.  The Copperhead is 
brown with reddish-tan spots on its back that are pointed 
on the sides.  The Timber Rattler is mostly tan or gray with 
brown bands.  The Massasauga is probably the easiest to 
identify, with a light gray to white lace pattern over a dark 
gray to black body.  Almost every venomous snake will give 
you a warning if you stumble upon it.  Keep an open ear 
for hissing or rattling, as this is their warning before they 
bite.  They will usually give you a chance to leave them alone 
before they strike.  If your dog is bitten by any of these, seek 
emergency veterinary services immediately.
Speaking of veterinary services, here are some veterinary 
clinics and hospitals in the local area, along with their phone 
numbers, just in case you need it.  Remember, whether you 
take your dog to one of these clinics, or any other, always 
have the emergency number for your vet available while on 
walks with your dog.  If you have a cellular phone, saving 
your vet’s number in your phone is the best course of action.
Donegal Animal Hospital
366 S Market Ave, Mount Joy, PA 17552 • (717) 653-9396
Companion Animal Hospital
2034 W Main St, Mount Joy, PA 17552 • (717) 361-7665
Hallam Animal Hospital
4322 Lincoln Hwy, York, PA 17406 • (717) 793-2312
Elizabethtown Area Animal Hospital
1096 W Bainbridge St, Elizabethtown, PA 17022 
(717) 367-7156
Columbia Animal Hospital
9215 Columbia Ave, Columbia, PA 17512 • (717) 684-2285

Name: Stewart, aka Stewie, 
Stewpot 
Owners: Cathy Stone and 
Jake Helfer
Fact: Although he looks like 
royalty, Stewie was found as 
a stray on the mean streets 
of Harrisburg, a tiny kitten 
covered with ticks. Furry 
Friends Network saved him 
and gave him the TLC he 
needed.  Stewie says: “Adopt 
don’t shop!”
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Save the Dates
April 7: Chowderfest at the Railroad 
House Inn from 11 to 3.

May 11: Marietta Day from 9 to 3.

June 22: Marietta Community House 
Borough Festival

July 6: Marietta Bike Race & Fireworks

September 8: Marietta Garden Tour

September 21: Marietta Community 
House Auction

November 10: Community House  
Veterans Day Program & Brick Dedication

Ad & Article Submission Deadline  
for the next Marietta Traveler, which will 
come out in late May, is May 7, 2019.

The Rosemary 
Pomegranate Martini

Courtesy of Rebeca Shinsky,  
Columbia Kettle Works Craft Brewery and Taproom, Columbia

An eye-catching drink utilizing seasonal fruit & herbs!

Ingredients:
1 oz Pama Pomegranate 
liqueur 
1 1/2 oz Absolut Citron
1/2 oz Fresh lemon juice
1 Rosemary sprig
Fresh Pomegranate 
seeds
Sanding sugar

1. Place first 3 
ingredients in ice filled 
cocktail shaker.  Shake 
gently and put aside. 

2. Prepare your glass 
by rubbing rim with 

lemon juice (or run under cold water).  Place sanding sugar* 
in shallow bowl or saucer and twirl wet glass rim gently in 
the sugar. 

3. Fill the bottom quarter of your glass with fresh 
pomegranate seeds.  Add drink mixture and garnish with 
fresh rosemary sprig. 

4. Enjoy! 
Makes one serving.  A few notes on variations:

A martini is a strong drink.  If you’d like to dial down the 
alcohol a bit...

- Replace the Absolut with 3 oz. champagne

- Add club soda, 7-Up, or pomegranate juice

Additionally, the pomegranate seeds and rosemary can 
be muddled together, however, this does produce a much 
stronger rosemary taste.  Surprisingly, the sprig of rosemary 
alone gives a generous flavor.

*Sanding Sugar is a fun, simple way to amp up the elegance 
of a drink.  Inexpensive and available in an array of colors, 
find it at The Country Store of Mount Joy and Sharp Shopper 
of Middletown.

Name: Ella.   Owners: Amanda and Billy
Facts: She loves rolling her ball to the kids and playing 

fetch.  She’s tiny in size but has a big personality.
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River Breeze Grooming
A Well Groomed Dog is a Happy Dog

Written by Trisha Ries

At River Breeze Grooming, located at 244 West Front Street, 
owner and avid pet lover Kathy Bowman is a dream to work 
with.  Her love and care for pets shows from her abundance of 
experience with animals.  Kathy was a 4-H leader in a horse club 
for many years, enjoyed playing fly-ball with her border collie, 
and has helped multiple local rescues by fostering adoptable 
pets.  Kathy has even extended her care and compassion to our 
community by spaying and neutering a multitude of the feral 
cats in our neighborhood, and placing many litters of kittens 
into their forever homes.

Kathy came highly recommended when I was looking for a 
groomer for my dog, Lemmy.  I was only slightly concerned 
knowing how “high energy” he can be on a regular basis, but 
was pleasantly surprised when my husband told me how well 
he behaved when visiting Kathy at River Breeze:

Me: Lemmy, right?

Jack (my husband): I know, I was as shocked as you are.

Lemmy’s coat shined like a fresh wet road at night, and smelled 
like a delightful puff of baby powder.  I was amazed by the 
service we received, and wanted to extend the recommendation 
to other pet lovers.  I reached out to Kathy so that she could 
answer some questions that some of you may have.

How long have you been a groomer? Do you have any 
certifications?     

“I’ve been in business for 30 years. I worked at a kennel for 
three years before that, taking care of the boarding dogs and 
then helping with the grooming. I then went to James Dog 
Grooming School to learn the finishing touches and was 
certified by them.”

Do you have experience grooming a lot of dog breeds?      

“Yes, everything from great Pyrenees to Chihuahuas.”

What do you do when pets get scared?      

“When a dog is nervous or upset I will talk calmly to them 
with soothing words. I take a break to give them snuggles 
and some play time.”

Will pets be in a crated between services? 

“Pets are crated while they dry. The crates have lots of open 
spaces so they don’t become overheated. Various sizes for 
various sizes of dogs.”

What do you do when pets have to go to the bathroom?      

“If a pet has to use the bathroom it usually tells me by 
moving around or whining and I take them out on a secure 
leash.  They are usually not here long enough to be an issue. 
Owners make sure they give them enough time to relieve 
themselves before they come in.”

What’s the usual 
amount of time a dog 
will be waiting for 
their grooming?    

“How long they are 
here depends on how 
much work they need 
done. An hour and a 
half to three hours 
is the average time. 
Something as big as a 
sheepdog might take 
four hours.”

Is someone always watching the animals? If not, how 
frequently do you check on them?

“My business is in my home so I am always here to care for 
them.”

Can pet owners watch the grooming process?

“Dogs generally do not behave when their owners stay with 
them. There have been special circumstances that I have 
allowed it. I do explain the whole grooming process with new 
clients.”

What types of dryers do you use?

“I use a low heat dryer.”

What type of products do you use? Can customers bring their 
own if they would like to?     

“I have a regular shampoo that is has a long lasting baby 
powder scent.  Medicated and flea and tick shampoo is also 
available.  If a client has a different shampoo they want to 
bring for me to use I will do it. I also use a doggy cologne.”

What does your grooming package include?     

 “A grooming package includes bathing, styling to the client’s 
preference, ears cleaned, toe nails trimmed.”

What other services do you offer?   

“If someone would like just their dog or cats nails done I also 
do that.”

 What are your business hours?     

“I have morning, evening and Saturday appointments. My 
hours can vary according to a client’s need.”

To book an appointment, you can request one through her 
Facebook page: www.facebook.com/RiverBreezeGrooming/ or 
contact Kathy directly at (717) 426-4326.

Happy grooming!
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Bondage
Written by Richard Washburn

He approached and offered a gift,
Said he would provide for me and my family, 

If you need food or money,
I will provide it, 

Safe and secure, you will be 

I accepted the gift,
He smiled,

I asked how he could do this

He said he would take it from one with more than I,
So I could have as much he. 

He smiled.
I asked what I had to do in return. 

He said, you must do my bidding
Think the way I think,
Buy the things I sell, 

Be who I want you to be.

But, what of my self respect,  
pride, and honor, I ask.

He smiled.
You accepted my gift,

Respect, pride, and honor is the cost. 

Pay my fee. 

Name: Maggie Mae

Owner:  
Rick Washburn

Fact: Maggie is a West 
Highland Terrier

Name: Rocky
He loves to do anything you’re 

doing. His favorite things 
include swimming, playing 
ball, and chasing squirrels!

Owners: Jackie and Dan Nauman

Name: Rose
Sister to Rocky. Very playful.  

Loves to play ball  
and go for walks. 
Hates vegetables! 

Name: Duke       Owner: Tania Cooper
Facts: He loves going for walks, watching squirrels, and 
going to work with his dad. His favorite food is bananas.

Names: Luna and Bandit

Owners:  Kirsten Brian  
and Luke Dimitris

Facts: This crazy duo loves to 
go for walkies and make sure 
nothing unknown (people, 
cats, leaves, trash, etc.) goes 
down the street without us 
knowing. They also like to 
wrestle with mom and dad.





10

Feral Cats in Marietta: Where the Wild Ones Roam
Written by Rebecca Jenkins 

“Feral” is the term used to define a cat that does not belong 
to anyone and lives outdoors.  Feral cats are the result of a 
domestic cat being abandoned or lost and left to fend for itself.  
The offspring of the domestic (not considered feral) cat are 
usually terrified of people and, therefore, never handled by 
humans.

It is estimated that there are 80,000 feral cats in Lancaster 
County.  This number adds to the total of the nearly 60 million 
feral cats in the United States. There are roughly 112 million 
households in the United States. So, if every 1.87 households 
in the United States takes in an additional cat, the feral cat 
population would cease to exist. Seems simple, right? Wrong. 

Though I, myself, am a cat lover, I understand that not everyone 
is.  You also have to take into consideration those people who 
rent from landlords who may not allow pets to be in their 
homes, economic hardships, those people who are at maximum 
capacity allowed by law for pets in their home, and also those 
who are allergic to cats.  The lifespan of an indoor cat averages 
15 to 18 years, so that is also a long time to commit yourself to 
scooping litter boxes, supplying food and water, and providing 
love and veterinary care. 

So what is one to do when one of these furry little animals 
show up at your door in the cold, rain, or even on a nice sunny 
day looking tired and hungry?  Feral cats are subject to not 
only the outside elements but can easily become prey to 
hawks, eagles, dogs, and foxes—all of which are present in or 
around Marietta Borough and Maytown. The average lifespan 
of a feral cat is about 18 months.  

It is estimated that Marietta Borough has hundreds of feral 
cats currently. While there are currently no ordinances in East 
Donegal Township in regards to feral cats, there are in Marietta 
Borough.  Per Section 96, Article II, of the Marietta Borough 
Codes, it is not illegal to feed feral cats, but if you are feeding 
them, then you would become owner, custodian, or keeper of 
the cats.  The Borough requires them to be on a leash (good 
luck with that for a cat) and have their licenses. Pet lovers are 
not allowed to have more than four animals per household. 

So back to the cute, cuddly feral that shows up on your doorstep 
and what to do about it?  I have personal experience with feral 
cats and Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR); however, my husband and 
I have been very unsuccessful at the “Return” portion of TNR.  
What this means is we trap the cat, or in our case entice them 
to come into our home with food or just plain curiosity, we get 
them neutered, and then we end up keeping them because we 
fall in love with them.  While some are harder to tame than 
others, they have become a part of our family.  We have done 
this four times, with my husband driving the one cat all the 
way out to Wisconsin to his cousin who was kind enough to 
take another cat in to her home.

I spent a snowy Saturday afternoon talking to Mary Jo Hughes, 
who is a 16-year resident of Marietta Borough, and serves as a 
liaison between Borough residents and feral cats from the East 
Market Street area.  Hughes has participated in TNR efforts 

herself and has been a “foster failure” on several occasions.  
When asked why people should care about feral cats, she 
stated they feel emotion and love and desire to be loved.  She 
stated that Marietta Borough is better than what it once was 
in terms of humane treatment of feral cats and getting rid of 
the outdated thinking that cats are disposable.  Hughes stated 
that feral cats do serve a purpose to a river town like Marietta 
because they help with rodent control and also bring residents 
together.  Hughes told stories about several cats that have 
been “adopted” by various residents of Marietta. She also spoke 
of how a locally famous feral cat named “Zombie Cat” had been 
hit and killed by a vehicle recently on the east side of Marietta.  
Many community members were devastated over the loss of 
this lovable orange tabby cat. Another story she told was about 
how a resident who lost their home due to a fire came back 
after and fed the feral cats that he had always fed while living 
in the home, despite it no longer being inhabitable. This shows 
humanity at its best.

Long time Marietta resident and cat lover Stacia Hummel 
shared several stories with me about community feral cats.  
Hummel stated how there used to be a colony of orange cats 
that lived behind her on Hazel Alley around the carriage house 
behind what is now the bike shop.  She stated that for a 2-year 
period she and several of her neighbors caught several cats for 
TNR and got the population under control. The roots of that 
colony went back to the 1980s and included cats with names 
such as Karma, Sqinch (or Lefty), BamBam, RowieZowie, Winnie, 
and Ossum Possum.

Another resident who has been active with TNR efforts in 
Marietta Borough is Kathy Bowman, who also owns and 
operates Riverbreeze Grooming on Front Street.  Bowman 
estimates that close to 1000 feral cats in Marietta Borough 
have been neutered through TNR efforts of herself and other 
residents.

To be fair, the feral cats in the community do come with a cost.  
Cats are one of the top threats to U.S. wildlife, killing billions 
of animals each year.  This includes between 1.4 and 3.7 billion 
birds and 6.9 – 20.7 billion mammals annually.  Then take into 
account that in seven years, one female cat and her offspring 
can theoretically produce 420,000 cats. 

Fortunately, Trap-Neuter-Return is practiced successfully in 
hundreds of communities. With TNR, cats are humanely trapped 
and taken to a veterinarian to be neutered and vaccinated.  
After a speedy recovery, the cats are then returned to their 
outside home. Those cats that are friendly and socialized to 
people may be adopted into permanent homes.

In practice for decades in the United States, TNR is the humane 
and effective approach for stray and feral cats.  Not only has it 
been effective for reducing the feral cat population, it improves 
the lives of the cats, improves the relationship with people 
who lives near them, and decreases the size of cat colonies 
over time.  TNR is a solution that, over time, stabilizes the cat 
populations by instantly ending reproduction and by removing 
socialized cats from the colony. These socialized cats go into 
shelters and become eligible for adoption to loving homes 
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and those ones that go back into 
their colonies outside have improved 
physical health, stop roaming, 
yowling, spraying, and fighting.

Building a shelter for a feral cat 
can be life saving for the feline.  A 
simple way to do this is to get a large 
Rubbermaid container and cut a hole 
in it large enough for the cat to fit 
through.  You can then fill it with hay 
and/or old blankets.  While this is not 
as warm as a proper house, it will 
keep them out of the wind, snow, rain 
and the extreme cold.

Helping Hands for Animals is a 
resource for friends of stray and feral 
cats.  Helping Hands currently holds 
clinics every Tuesday and Wednesday.  
The clinics are designed for feral, free 
roaming, and community cats.  The 
cats will be spayed or neutered, given 
rabies and distemper vaccinations, 
treated with flea, roundworm/
hookworm and ear mite treatment, 
and ear tipped for identification as 
“fixed” animals.  The cost is $35 and 
an appointment is necessary.  Helping 
Hands also offers traps for use to trap 
feral cats.  The cats must be trapped and transported to their 
facility located on New Danville Pike in Lancaster.  For more 
information on Helping Hands or to make a donation you may 
visit their website at www.helpinghandsforanimals.org.

It is important to know that there are several residents in 
Marietta that have helped and will help you with this process, 
which may seem difficult.  Mary Jo Hughes is one of them.  
She can be reached by text or phone call at (717) 333-5363.  
Hughes stated that if a resident is having an issue with a feral 
cat and is in need of help posting on the Marietta Facebook 
Page has also proven to be an effective method in finding 
those willing to help. 

Closer to home the Columbia Animal Shelter is scheduled to 
open up at the end of February.  The former Vigilant Fire Hall 
is in the process of being repurposed as the new Columbia 

Animal Shelter, a state of the art 
adoption and low cost clinic facility.  
Their goal is that visitors will come 
in and leave with a new best friend, 
while also being educated with the 
knowledge to care for their newest 
family member.  Judy McKonly was 
a long time compassionate animal 
lover whose dream was to build 
the best cat shelter in the country 
in Columbia.  After she passed in 
August of 2017, she left $2 million 
to start the animal shelter.  

While only residents of Columbia 
Borough may surrender cats to the 
shelter, the shelter has plans to offer 
a low cost spay/neuter clinic one 
Tuesday a month by appointment 
only.  The shelter will function 
primarily as a cat shelter and will 
accommodate approximately 100 
cats.  The shelter will offer its 
feline residents enclosed outside 
areas, enabling the animals to go 
inside and outside at their own 
leisure. For more information or to 
make a donation you can log onto  
www.columbiaanimalshelter.com.

Trapping a cat and then potentially re-releasing it back into 
the elements of danger from other predators, trains, cars, 
and weather elements is not ideal, but over time has proven 
to be the most effective when it comes to population 
control.  If there are enough humans who do put forth the 
effort to TNR, over time, the population of feral cats will 
taper off.  Many kind Marietta residents are ones who put 
forth the effort to help control the feral cat population 
in the borough and have proven to be successful in their 
efforts.  While it is not ideal to have a feral cat tearing up 
your flowers, defecating on your lawn, and killing wildlife in 
your backyard, it is important to show compassion for these 
animals as they are only resorting back to their nature and 
are truly capable of love and being loved.

Former Feral Cats/TNR failures, take time 
from their mid-morning nap for a quick 

photograph.  Front to back: Pigland,  
Portland, and Pancho Jenkins
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Project Underway to Add Signs 
to Historic Marietta Buildings
Rivertownes, with the support of Our Marietta, is 

undertaking a project that would see historic markers placed 
at select sites all over town.  The signs would follow the 
model of the ones already installed near the Vesta building.  
This project supports both Our Marietta and Rivertowne’s 
goal of encouraging heritage tourism and also informing 
citizens of Marietta’s history. 

Rivertownes is willing to be the sponsoring agent and 
would oversee similar signs in Columbia and Wrightsville. 
Costs should be relatively low, which makes the project very 
feasible.  When signs are completed, volunteers to help with 
installation will be needed.  At present, the plan is to offer 
the choice of a wall sign or a pole mounted sign (similar to 
the ones at Vesta Furnace). It was suggested that historic 
public buildings comprise Phase I of the project.

Any historic property owner with an interest in purchasing 
a marker should email David at dshaneman@embarqmail.
com and/or Linda Ross at lindamylinross@gmail.com.  At 
this point, the purpose of this contact is simply exploratory 
and does not commit anyone until more details can be 
worked out.  It would be desirable, but not mandatory, that 
a photo of the property in its early days be featured as well 
as some historic facts.

Facts: Eleanor 
enjoys eating 
past issues of 
the Marietta 
Traveler  
(photo below). 

Jude’s “birthday”  
is Marietta Day.

Names: Jude (front)  
and Eleanor (rear)

Owners: Rebecca  
and Justin Baltozer

Ad & Article Submission Deadline  
for the next Marietta Traveler, which will 

come out in late May, is May 7, 2019.
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MARIETTA  
BOAT CLUB

Fishing Tournament 
06/22/2019

Tickets are $10 in advance  
or $12 day of event

Includes food and refreshments

Prize Categories: 
Carp, Walleye, Catfish

Contact Keith Rapp 717-426-2496

MARIETTA  
BOAT CLUB

Pavilion Rental
Nice river view -  

perfect for private parties

$200 for pavilion only -  
plus $150 deposit

$250 if bringing large event tent -  
plus $200 deposit

For more information contact  
Bill Myers 717-371-9936

Marietta Community House to Honor Marietta Veterans
One hundred years have passed since The Marietta Community 
House was generously donated to the people of Marietta by the 
Hiestand family in memory of their son, Benjamin, who was killed 
while serving in World War I.  In remembrance of the spirit for 
the donation of this historic building, and to recognize the service 
of Marietta veterans, the Community House Board has planned 
a special Veterans Day agenda for this centennial year of its 
existence.  Using the service of Lieutenant Benjamin Hiestand as 
a springboard, the Community House plans to compile a registry 
of all Marietta residents who are currently serving, or have served 
our country in the Armed Forces.

Fairly detailed records up to WWII are available for those Marietta 
Borough enlistees who were in the service during a conflict; but 
since that time, records are scarce.  It is the hope of the MCH Board 
that the Traveler readers will submit names and other information 
for any currently serving enlistees or veterans who have lived 
or are living in the Marietta area.  Please email as much of the 
information below as possible to lbaker@barley.com or send the 
below form to The Marietta Community House - Veterans Day 
Program, Box 485, Marietta, PA 17547.  Thank you for helping with 
this endeavor to recognize our currently serving military and our 
veterans.

MARIETTA VETERANS FORM

Name of currently serving enlistee or veteran:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Birth date____________________________   Death date (if applicable) ____________________________

Address (when enlisted)____________________________________________/__________________________________________/____________________
   Street                town               state

Military Branch:________________________________ Rank: __________________________________ Dates of Service:_________________________

Where served:______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Other information you would like to provide: _____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Provider’s name:_____________________________________________________ Phone or email:_____________________________________________
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“Sits and Tricks” Dog Training
Written by Adam Jenkins 

Any animal lover knows that our pets can inspire us.  For 
Marietta resident Raquel Neighoff, adopting an eight week old 
Labrador Retriever named “Remington” as a college student 
many years ago continues to inspire her work as owner of “Sits 
and Tricks Training”.  Raquel says that Remington provided 
“… the pride and foundation of my training and joy I have for 
working with animals.”   

Including those college days with Remington, Raquel has 
over sixteen years of experience in the field of dog training, 
in a variety of settings.  In 2011, she founded Sits and Tricks 
Training, in her words, to “… provide the best possible training 
to residents of Lancaster County and surrounding areas.”  

Raquel employs a training strategy at Sits and Tricks called 
“Games Based Concept Training” when working with her 
furry clients. She describes Games Based Concept Training 
as”… playing super fun games that are both rewarding and 
enriching for our pups… The games teach skills, aka “concepts”, 
like impulse control, confidence, focus, calmness, optimism, 
thinking in arousal, flexibility, and more. By strengthening 
these concepts, we shape our dog’s personality, and a dog 
that is fluid in these concepts is much more likely to make 
appropriate choices that we are more accepting of, making our 
overall time spent with our dogs much more enjoyable.”  

No two training sessions are alike, though, states Raquel: “It 
is important to train the dog in front of you and I meet with 
several breeds, ages, and personalities on a daily basis, I get 
a lot of variety, which is refreshing. No one session will be 
like the next and that one is different than the one before.”  
Training sessions with Sits and Tricks can also vary in setting 
and lengths: “I am flexible as far as my commitments, so I can 
meet with one individual or multiple people depending on the 
day, we meet anywhere from an hour up to about three, based 
on what we are working on. I meet in the comfort of homes, 
as well as the reality of parks and other local areas.” Sits and 
Tricks can provide one-on-one sessions, as well as group 
sessions. Specialized training in a variety of canine sports, as 
well as training for assistance, service, and support dogs are 
available through Raquel at Sits and Tricks. 

Raquel offers this advice to owners who can become frustrated 
at times with their dog training efforts: “Don’t make it harder 
than it has to be, as long as you’re both having fun there is 
learning to be had, and don’t be discouraged, no dog or 
relationship is lost, you just haven’t found the right strategies 
yet. We can help!”

If you would like more information about Sits and Tricks 
Training, you can visit their website at sitsandtricks.com, visit 
their Facebook page at Facebook.com/SitsAndTricks, email 
them at sitsandtricks@gmail.com, or call 717-659-4383. 

Name: Ellie

Owners: Justin  
& Emily Chimics

Facts: Almost 17, but 
still a kitten in our 
eyes.  Loves water 
straight from the 
faucet, laying on 
folded clean laundry, 
and sneaking into 
closets when we’re 
not paying attention.

Name: Veruca

Owners: Gina  
and Stella Heysek

Facts: Loves bags 
and sun spots! 

Name: Molly

Owners: John  
and Becca Thome

Fact: Enjoys sitting 
in her driveway, 
soaking up some 
sun and greeting 
everyone who  
walks by her.

Name: Miniature  
(Mini for short)

Owners: Shannon, 
Jason and Carolyn 
Carlucci.

Fact: This picture 
perfectly captures her 
personality.  She will 
do anything to make 
you smile.





Kids Show Off Their Talents  
at Marietta Center for the Arts

Written by Molly and Harper Kitchen 

Marietta Center for the Arts, formerly known as Susquehanna 
Stage Company, has charmed people of all ages for decades 
and now has a new location and some very exciting new 
opportunities.  With both of us being heavily involved in theater 
(Harper being a kid helper and Molly being a cast member in 
an upcoming production at SSC, and both of us performing in a 
number of shows there in the past) we were very excited to hear 
about the amazing things going on at Marietta Center for the 
Arts.  Along with the annual children’s workshop production, A 
Year with Frog and Toad KIDS, they are also now offering voice 
lessons and acting classes, as well as crafting, dance, and much 
more.  The hidden gem of Marietta has all sorts of exciting 
things coming up, especially for us young people! Read on to 
hear more about upcoming classes, A Year with Frog and Toad 
KIDS, and from some of the people involved:

 

First we talked to the music director of the production, Steph 
Hallett (adult).  Some of the other productions she has helped 
with are The Little Mermaid, Grease, Beauty and the Beast, and 
more. Her favorite is Beauty and the Beast. She thinks it’s 
important for kids to be involved in theater because it makes 
them well-rounded, gives them the chance to spend time with 
others, to spend time with a team, and to be creative.

We also got a chance to talk with the stage manager, Iris 
Thomas (14), and a cast member, Sylvie Willing (12). Sylvie says 
that her favorite song and scene she gets to be a part of is 
“Cookies”, because it is a fast and challenging song.  She thinks 
it’s important for kids to be involved in theater because it gives 
us a chance to share our creativity and meet new people.  She 
started theater because of encouragement from her friends.

Iris has been doing stage management for two years. She thinks 
it’s important for kids to be involved in theater because it gives 

them a way to express themselves, 
make new friends, and just have fun.

Thanks for reading our article and 
make sure to check out SSC’s website 
for information about auditions, classes, 
and more! Also make sure to go see A 
Year with Frog and Toad KIDS March 
22nd-March 31st!

Owners:  Justin & Emily Chimics
Fact:  Sadly, Fi passed away while I  
(Emily) was working on this issue 
of the Marietta Traveler.  We are 

heartbroken, but so grateful for the 
12½ years we had with this incredibly 
sweet, fun-loving, easy-going puppy.

In Loving Memory of Fiona
Sept. 2005 - Feb. 14, 2019

Name: Ophelia
Owners: BigAl and Kristen

Fact: She doesn’t like to listen  
but hears everything.

Name: Buttons

Owners: 
Shannon, 
Jason and 
Carolyn 
Carlucci

Fact: Her 
favorite 
thing to do 
is chase 
ponytail 
holders 
and her 
dog sisters.

Name: Nova

Owners: 
Morgan  
and Derek

Fact: She 
loves licking 
everyone she 
sees when 
walking in 
Marietta, trips 
to Buchanan 
dog park, and 
“stealing” ears 
from the pet 
shop.

Name: Spot
Owners: Gina and Stella Heysek
Fact: Was a stray, loves to lounge 

on his favorite squid!
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Marietta Borough has a new Zoning Officer. His
name is Kevin Hertzog. He will have office hours
on Wednesday evenings from 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM
for your convenience.



PRSRT STD
ECRWSS

U.S. POSTAGE
PAID

EDDM RETAIL

LOCAL
POSTAL CUSTOMER

facebook.com/TheMariettaTraveler Brought to you by:

MariettaRestoration.org

TheMariettaTraveler.com
Editor: Adam Jenkins
Advertising: Trevor Williams 
To advertise, contact: biotrev85@gmail.com

Distribution: Rick Washburn
Design & Layout: Emily Chimics
Social Media: David de Vitry

Please submit any stories, artwork or upcoming events to  
awj101@yahoo.com with Article Submission in the subject line 
or mail to: The Marietta Traveler, P.O. Box 3, Marietta, PA 17547

Ad & Article Submission 
Deadline for the next 

Marietta Traveler, which  
will come out in late May, 

is May 7, 2019.

SPRING 2019


