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Marietta Restoration Associates
Moves Two Properties, Acquires Another
Written by Adam Jenkins
This has proven to be an eventful year
for Marietta Restoration Associates (MRA).
The MRA Board of Directors are proud
to announce that the Marietta Theatre
property has been sold to the Susquehanna
Stage Company (full article on page 8) and
the caretaker responsibilities for the Vesta
Furnace office building have been turned
over to Rivertownes, USA. In addition, MRA
has purchased the property located at 1
Strawberry Avenue.

Meeting House. “Long-term plans call for
landscaping, roadway improvements, and
construction of a parking lot that will aid
in developing more rentals of the Union
Meeting House, which has suffered from a
lack of parking,” stated White.
White also revealed that there is a
soon-to-be-announced project to enhance
and better utilize the Old Town and Union
Meeting House. That project calls for
street enhancements that will include
cooperation from Marietta Borough. Keep an eye open for details
about that project in a future edition of the Marietta Traveler.

Union Meeting House

“We’re reorganizing our effort of preservation activity in the
borough,” said David White, President of MRA, of the organization’s
recent moves. The property at 1 Strawberry will be demolished,
and the lot will be used to enhance the functionality of the Union

Marietta Restoration Associates has been dedicated to
the cultural and architectural heritage of Marietta since 1965.
To become involved with MRA, please email MariettaRA@gmail.com.

Marietta Community House
Holding Cookbook Sale Fundraiser

Written by Vivian Carroll
Last year, the Marietta Community House (MCH) Board
of Directors was looking for a new project to help fund the
maintenance of the Community House building, which is located at
264 West Market Street. Carol Shadle, a board member, suggested
a cook book sale for the 2016 fundraiser. Under Carol’s direction, a
committee of MCH members was formed to undertake the project.
The cookbook was started with ideas, and recipes were gathered
from friends, from relatives, from former Marietta residents, and
in memory of loved ones from Marietta. In total, two hundred and

seventy five recipes were collected. The committee next chose
colors, photos, and type for the publication of the cookbook. Recipes
were proofread and put into categories ranging from appetizers
to mouth-watering desserts. Finally, the completed 2016 Marietta
Community House cookbook arrived from the publishers in April.
The Marietta Community House cookbook makes a wonderful
gift for that special bride to be, birthday, special holiday, or as a
Marietta keepsake. The price of the cookbook is $15. If you are
interested in purchasing a copy of the cookbook, please call Vivian
Carroll at 426-1270. Happy cooking!
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Marietta Pioneer Fire Company No. 1
Good Times In Days Past

Written by Harold (Brosie) Kulman
On a warm sunny day, I usually enjoy sitting out on the
bench in front of my house on East Market Street. My house is
directly across the street from the Borough Hall. As I sit there
today, my mind wanders back to a time when this building had
a fire truck in it.
As I understand it, a long time ago, before my time, the
Marietta Pioneer Fire Company was comprised of many local
store owners and business people who wanted to protect their
properties and businesses. It was formed in 1840 and located
in the Borough Hall. When I joined the Fire Company at age
eighteen, the Fire Company was still located just a few feet
west of our council chamber. The entrance was distinguished
by two large garage doors. Every item the Fire Company owned
was in this small space.
Every day, and especially on weekends, our local firefighters
(including me) lined themselves up in front of the open
garage door on their folding chairs, waiting for the fire siren
to blow and set them in to action. The fire siren blew as loud
and as long as it does today, but it was not activated by a 911
call in those days. Instead, a call was made to the home of the
elderly lady who lived across the street from the fire station
at 110 East Market Street, next to my present home. This lady,
in turn, was the person who blew the siren. I thought, at the
time, that she never left her house, but my later understanding
was that others did take over for her on occasion. When she
could no longer perform this responsibility, a new location was
established. In past times, the alarm lady could be found on
Chestnut Street and later at the corner of Market and Bank.
In the past, you could call any fire company if you had a
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fire, but who would do that? I know of one instance when
this happened. I was sitting in front of the fire house with my
fellow fire fighters on our folding chairs, waiting for a call. We
looked east, down Market Street toward Route 441, where we
saw a truck with red flashing lights and a blaring siren. As it
passed the fire house, the truck was identified as a Columbia
fire truck and their fire fighters waved to us. We learned
quickly that it was on its way to a small fire on Walnut Street.
Obviously, someone did not like our service or was a Columbia
resident who owned property in Marietta and called his local
fire company!
When I think of past firemen, I think of Axe and Hatchet,
two brothers who lived in my house in the early 1950s, across
the street from the fire station. They were always ready to go
when the siren blew, day or night. I am not sure which one
was known for being quick
to chop doors down, but they
both had that reputation.
Opening a door or chopping
it down, if necessary, was OK
as long as you had a fire hose
filled with water and were
ready to fight a fire.
Today, it is quite a different
story. We have a technologyoriented fire company with a
medical QRS (Quick Response
Service) Unit that is well
trained and ready to serve us
at any time. They are very busy
and responsive to our needs.
Consequently, they need your
financial support to ensure their
service. So please help them
out in whatever way you can.
In fact, you might think about
becoming a fireman yourself.

TOKENS of HISTORY
In Answering The Call

Written by Trevor Williams
Hello Everyone! I can
barely contain my excitement
as I write for you this next
installment of Tokens of
History! Why? Because what
you are about to read is a small
account of a truly amazing
series of events that have
taken place over the course of a
century in our quiet little river
town. As stated in the previous
issue, the theme for Tokens of
History this year is topics that
are exhibits in the Old Town
Hall Museum. The topic for
this piece is Dr. Alexander’s
Lancaster Vaccine Farms, which
were located where the Glaxo
Smith Kline site is today, and was known to be a world leader in
vaccine production. So let’s dive right in!
To get started, I’d like to first ask you: What does the term
“disease” mean to you? In a watered down textbook definition,
disease can be described as a disorder related to either structure
or function or both within an organism, especially if it can be
characterized by some type of observable symptom.
Disease, one of the “Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse,” has
been a bane to human existence since the very beginning, yet
it is through this adversity that we grow and become stronger
as a species. Thanks to the continuous efforts in biotechnical
research and its applications, many diseases have been virtually
wiped off the proverbial map and Marietta had its own part to
play in these efforts.
In 1878, a physician by the name of Dr. Hamil Alexander, a
Lewisburg PA native who had only recently graduated with his
M.D. from the University of Pennsylvania School of Medicine,
had moved to Marietta to open up his own practice. During that
time, both Marietta and Columbia were suffering from a variety
of endemic diseases such as typhoid fever, cholera, and influenza.

Perhaps one of the most deadly
at that time, especially for
children, was smallpox.
Smallpox, also known as
Viriola major, was a debilitating
and disfiguring disease which
many times resulted in death.
Outbreaks of smallpox virus
in any local community could
claim the lives of up to 35%
of its victims, largely due to
various localized factors such as
general age of the population,
cleanliness of environment
(industrial areas vs farmland),
degree of education (how
to minimize the spread of
infection), and location (are
you close enough to get help).
During the final stages of the disease, the victim would develop
scads of lesions over their body, mainly focused on the face and
extremities, and the victim could experience permanent facial
and/or limb deformation and blindness.
Though the method for preventing smallpox had been known
since 1796 through the efforts of Edward Jenner, an English
physician who was able to demonstrate the use of cowpox as
prevention against smallpox, problems with purification and
availability of any type of vaccine were still very much present as
there was a world-wide demand.
Seeing all the suffering his community was enduring, and
acknowledging the simple fact that there were no commercially
available vaccines in the United States, Dr. Alexander set out to
formulate his own smallpox vaccine. In 1882, using smallpox
virus he had obtained from one of his child patients, he was able
to inoculate a heifer supplied to him by a local farmer with the
virus. By taking samples of the lesions that developed on the
heifer’s skin, Alexander would be able to develop vaccine using
the skin samples as “seed” for the vaccine. On the very day he
presented his findings to the Philadelphia Academy of Medicine,
he returned to Marietta with more than a few orders for this new
and pure vaccine.
Originally performing his work in a renovated chicken house
located next to his own house at 299 W. Market St., Dr. Alexander
quickly realized that the demand was too great and that he
would not be able to keep up the pace of his operation. Within
a year from his presentation in Philadelphia, he had purchased
a farm located on the corner of Wasp and Biddle streets and had
established a site for vaccine manufacturing, operating under the
name of Lancaster County Vaccine Farms.
Hamil Alexander’s site would become the first commercial
producer of the smallpox vaccine in the U.S. The efforts to
maintain the new manufacturing site would grow to be all he
could handle, and in 1889, at the ripe old age of 34, he closed his
medical practice and dedicated himself solely to the production
Continued on page 6
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Go Fish

Written by Rick Washburn
Ahh, spring. If it ever stops raining, the sun will shine and
men, women, and children of all walks of life can pursue one
of their favorite fair weather passions. Fishing.
Fishing is not as simple as the name implies, however. Many
fishermen will go out for a specific fish. To do this, you must
have the proper equipment.
You need a separate tackle
box to house the lures and rigs
you need for each type of fish
you plan to catch, and at least
fifteen fishing poles and reels.
Last count, I only have thirteen.
You then must decide where
you’re going to fish. Your choice,
of course, requires more special
equipment to succeed. You
have bank fishing, bridge and
dam fishing, pond fishing, fly
fishing, surf fishing, deep sea
fishing, boat fishing, and more.
Most of the fishing in

Marietta is done from the bank or from a boat. A boat,
commonly referred to as a hole in the water that you pour
money into, is the preferred method. The boat gives you
mobility and allows you to fish in the different haunts of the
species of fish you are seeking.
Bank fishing on the Susquehanna, less exciting than boat
fishing, should not be ignored.
It is cheaper, and there are a lot
fish pulled in from the bank.
There are some really large
catfish lurking in the shallow
waters near the shore.
If you’re lucky, you’ve already
been taught to fish by a parent
and have been fishing most
of your life. If you are new to
fishing, I suggest the book
“Fishing for Dummies.” I feel
totally qualified to say, it is my
fishing bible. So... don’t just sit
there, go out and buy a bunch of
fishing gear and go fishing.
See ya on the river.
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Continued from page 3
of smallpox vaccine as well as developing a vaccine for rabies and
Tuberculin and Tetanus antitoxins. The site would continue on to
receive the honor of being ranked as the world leader in smallpox
vaccine production.
Over the course of one-hundred and thirty years, the Lancaster
County Vaccine Farms site would exchange hands less than a
handful of times, each time a change in name would accompany
the exchange.
Dr. Hamil Alexander would pass in 1906 and the company would
pass on to Dr. Samuel Gilliland, a veterinary doctor also from the
University of Pennsylvania, who had originally started working at
the site to maintain the animals and was adept in his foresight
and leadership skills. Gilliland would maintain leadership over
the company for the next twenty five years up until the plant
would be acquired by a then rising force in the pharmaceutical
industry, American Home Products.
Merging what was then the Gilliland Laboratories with five
other pharmaceutical and nutrition laboratories, American
Home Products would coin the name Wyeth Laboratories which
would stick with Marietta for over 50 years until its eventual
purchase by Glaxo Smith Kline in 2006. However, it must be said
that in between these exchanges, history was still in the making
for our local vaccine site and understandably the most notable of
it occurring under the name Wyeth.
During World War II,
Tetanus was rampant
throughout the ranks of
our Allied forces. Wyeth
was doing what they
could to supply enough
Tetanus antitoxin to
the troops and that also
meant that the animals,
specifically
horses,
responsible for supplying this antitoxin were in overdrive, as well.
In fact, there was one specific horse, named Brownie, who in 1952
was awarded a medal from the National Association for Medical
Research for exceptional service to the cause. Over a period of ten
years, the draft gelding yielded 244 gallons of blood which was
processed to produce over 2 billion units of the antitoxin suitable
for human use. After being retired from the Wyeth farm, he lived
out the rest of his years in Conoy Township.
Further honors were awarded to Wyeth as part of American
Home Products over the years. Upon the discovery of the Polio
vaccine in the 1950’s, Wyeth in Marietta would be one of five
laboratories selected to launch production of the vaccine during
the initial nationwide trials.
By late 1979, the World Health Organization had announced
the complete eradication of smallpox, worldwide, and Wyeth in
Marietta had received formal recognition for its part during the
process. This particular fact you must remember for things are
about to get interesting.
With the eradication of the naturally occurring smallpox virus
there was no longer any reason to mass produce the vaccine. I use
the term “naturally occurring” because there have been instances
in the past where smallpox has been researched by foreign powers
for the sole purpose of being weaponized against their enemies.
The research backfired, however, as the country responsible ended
up releasing a more potent version of the smallpox virus against
an unknowing group of their own citizens. Still, this was an alert
to the world that smallpox could potentially be weaponized with
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disastrous effects. Over the years the numbers of existing units of
the vaccine dwindled until in the U.S. there was only one reserve
cache of the vaccine left at: you guessed it, Wyeth in Marietta, PA.
Interestingly enough, contingency plans were set in place in
case of a national emergency that even the associates at Wyeth
didn’t even know about. During the terrorist attacks against
the U.S. on September 11th, 2001, those contingency plans were
effectively carried out without question. Needless to say many
surprises were in store for the Wyeth family.
I just so happen to work with two former associates of Wyeth
who were employed at the Marietta site during the time of
this historical national crisis and I was able to get a rare first
person account of the events that took place at the site during
the 9/11 attacks.
During the nine o’clock coffee break, A-game (an alias that we
affectionately use at my work for the woman whose story I am
recounting) witnessed the senseless destruction of the first World
Trade Center tower on the TV screens in the cafeteria. By ten thirty
or eleven a.m., government agents were on site to initiate disaster
protocols. These protocols called for the lockdown and removal of
the last known U.S. cache of the smallpox vaccine and safeguard it
for the Center for Disease Control where, if need be, production of
the vaccine would continue in the event that the terrorists would
use a weaponized smallpox virus.
For months, it was all armed guards and crash barriers for
Wyeth. There were guards stationed with the cache of vaccine
at all times, a supply of vaccine that had been on ice since its
production in 1984. When it came time to transport the vaccine
off site, entire corridors were sealed off and only armed security
were allowed to be present within those corridors during the
transportation.
Overall, A-game had described the situation as “quickly became
commonplace” as the armed guards and barbed wire and armed
vehicles were part of Wyeth’s everyday life for more than a year.
In 2005, Wyeth had closed down the Marietta site and the
property was taken up by Glaxo Smith Kline who, starting in 2006,
continued various vaccine productions which go on to this very
day. No large scale smallpox vaccines are currently in production
in this country, however, and let’s hope that it can remain that way.
So there you have it. The quiet little river town of Marietta
once again proves to have historical importance, not only on the
national level but the world level, as well. All content within
this article was obtained either from Lyn Alarie’s “The Scoop on
Marietta”, the 2002 issue of the “Remedium”, the yearly Wyeth
newsletter celebrating the site’s 120th anniversary, the firstperson accounts of A-game, and the various online resources such
as CDC’s website and, of course, some Wikipedia. All pictures
provided were part of the Remedium 2002 newsletter.

Food For Thought: Q Is For Quinoa
Written by Ed Lincoln, Jr.
Quinoa, one of the newly lauded
superfoods of the decade along with
avocados, beets, sweet potatoes, and
beer, finds its origin in the regions of Peru,
Ecuador, Columbia and Chile. Quinoa was
domesticated for human consumption
nearly four thousand years ago and is an
alternative source of income in those Third
World countries that relied heavily on drug
trafficking and has helped feed families
and supplement their income.
Quinoa, pronounced keen-wah, not quinn-NOAH, is a
relative of the gooseberry and is closely related to spinach
and beet roots. This newly arrived superfood is so chock-full
of greatness that the benefits, vitamins, and minerals are too
lengthy to list, but here are just a few highlights so you can
understand its potency; Vitamin A, Vitamin B6, Niacin, Vitamin
E, Iron, Calcium, Magnesium, Potassium and Zinc. Typically
when purchasing quinoa you have the option of red or white, and
they are processed to wash away saponin, a bitter coating on the
exterior. Saponin is a great deterrent for birds and small animals
that would generally feast on it, so the defense mechanism
works well as quinoa is distributed in bulk world-wide. However,
after purchasing your quinoa, rinse it thoroughly with cold
water to ensure the saponin is removed, unless of course you
enjoy high levels of bitterness on your palate.

Asparagus and Quinoa Salad
You will need: Asparagus, red or white
quinoa, orange supreme, carrot, fresh
garlic, cucumber, red bell pepper, mixed
greens, your favorite nut, and a lite Italian
vinaigrette or poppy seed dressing.
Asparagus prep: Cut off an inch wood
end and set in a pan with a small amount
of olive oil: salt and pepper on top to taste
and grill until tender. Chill and cut in thirds,
then cut those sections in half lengthwise.
Quinoa prep: 1 Cup of quinoa to 2 cups
water. 1 teaspoon of fresh minced garlic and cook until liquid
is gone, stirring throughout the process. Cool quinoa, and add
diced cucumber and red bell pepper mixing throughout quinoa.
Toss quinoa in your favorite dressing, lightly at first, till
it tastes just right. Then, you will spoon the quinoa in small
mounds on a plate. Lay out asparagus and orange supreme
on top of the quinoa. Add your mixed greens lightly and add
shredded carrots and your favorite nut to garnish the top, and
VOILA! You’re on the way to a healthy salad or side dish, or grill
some shrimp or your favorite fish and create an entrée. ENJOY!

This day and age has shown a large increase in cooking shows
and reality restaurant shows, merely for entertainment it seems,
as studies prove that actually fewer people are cooking “scratch”
meals at home and not implementing the family sit-down dinner
that was a staple in years past. Researchers attribute the obesity
problem in the United States to quick and pain-free purchasing
of fast food and processed foods. The goal for this column is
to possibly inspire some of the readers to use the information
provided to try some healthy and tasty alternatives. Even if they
do this only once, it will be considered
a success. Executive Chef Talon Lewis
from The Railroad House Restaurant in
Marietta has provided a recipe offered
on their menu. Talon exercises the use
of local ingredients whenever possible,
and maintains the seasonal, local, and
organic approach throughout the year,
changing the menu at least six times
a year. Take your time and enjoy the
process of what cooks and chefs do on a
daily basis, but fifty-fold. If attempting
this seems daunting, you can always
stop in the Railroad House and have one
made for you, but I believe you will have a
great sense of accomplishment when you
finish this appetizer dish on your own!
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Susquehanna Stage Company
Purchases Marietta Theatre from
Marietta Restoration Associates

Written by Jim Johnson,
Artistic Director, Susquehanna Stage Company
On March 3, 2016, the Susquehanna Stage Company (SSC),
Marietta’s Community Theatre, took a huge step toward the
future by preserving both our artistic Marietta roots and
expanding our mission, vision, and goals.
We are happy to publicly announce the purchase of the
downtown Marietta Theatre, located at 130 West Market
Street. This Marietta landmark has been owned by the Marietta
Restoration Associates since 2005. SSC is joining forces with
the Lancaster County Housing and Redevelopment Authority
to develop plans to preserve, restore, and renovate this beloved
building as the new home of the Susquehanna Stage Company.
Built in 1914 by Italian immigrant Samuel Acri (1888-1971),
this brick building was constructed expressly for the purpose
of showing motion pictures. Acri originally rented the second
story of Center Hall, where he began showing motion pictures
in 1908. After a few years, the audience grew too large for the
hall to accommodate. Acri purchased this property in May
1914 and built the movie theatre, which boasted 300 seats. In
the beginning, a piano and a “photoplayer” provided music
for the silent films. After “talkies” came out in the late 1920s,
the theatre was converted to sound in 1929. It was called the
Acri Theatre until sometime in the 1930s, when the name was
changed to the Marietta Theatre.
In 1972, the theatre was purchased and restored by the K&C
Partnership and they installed a Wurlitzer pipe organ for the
showing of silent pictures. They also began showing current
movies, but the changing movie industry and the marketing
and distribution of first-run films made it difficult for singlescreen enterprises to flourish. In 1981, the theatre suffered a
disastrous setback when it caught fire, resulting in $265,000
in damages. The theatre was again refurbished and began
showing movies in 1987. When it closed for the third and
final time in 1997 it was the oldest operating motion picture
theatre in Pennsylvania and was one of the oldest in the U.S.
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Unfortunately, at this time the seats, organ, and other theatre
furnishings have been removed (information gathered from
“Candelight Tours of Marietta 1966 to 2015” by James C. Landis).
Our goal is to develop the Marietta Theatre into a multiuse venue by offering a consistent movie schedule, live stage
performances by our community theater, and renting the
space for concerts, recitals and lectures. This is an exciting time
in the history of the Susquehanna Stage Company. It is our
dream that re-opening the Marietta Theatre will help revitalize
and energize our community, thereby encouraging other
businesses and town leaders to bring commerce, visitors and
new residents to savor the food, views, and culture of historic
Marietta, Pennsylvania.
Initial and preliminary estimates for this project are three
to four million dollars, and with a generous grant from the
local Eater Foundation we have begun our work with the
Lancaster County Housing and Redevelopment Authority.
Our first working committee is headed by Matthew Homsher,
along with Jim Landis, Mary Gildea, and Jim Johnson. As we
venture further into this process of growth and expansion,
the Susquehanna Stage Company will be reaching out to our
community, supporters, and audience members for help in
realizing our goals. Fundraising, grant writing, and marketing
represent a very important and vital component of our success.
These are the areas in which we need the most immediate
help! As a non-profit 501c3 organization, our efforts are almost
entirely voluntary. Can YOU help us? Do you have experience
and ideas to raise funds, or marketing skills which would help
to promote our theatre? Watch for more exciting details to
come and the formation of a “Marietta Theatre” group to work
solely toward the opening day and future of our new downtown
location. Any additional inquiries, comments, or questions can
be addressed to me or any board member by emailing me at
jjohnson@susquehannastageco.com.
Thank you for your ongoing support of our efforts...
“We’ve Got Magic to Do!”

Third Annual Historic Marietta Bike Race
To Take Place July 9th
Written by Michelle Bote

Once the Fourth of July passes, you know Historic
Marietta Bike Race is right around the corner!

This year’s Historic Marietta Bike Race will be
happening on Saturday, July 9th. The Historic Marietta
Bike Race supports the community efforts of the
Marietta Fire Company and the Marietta Parks and
Recreation with race proceeds. Local businesses and
restaurants come out in support of the bike race, too,
as it allows them to showcase the beauty and history of
their small town.
What is also great about the bike race is that a
competitive, human-powered, “NASCAR” on two
wheels comes to Marietta where spectators are close
enough to hear the tires whizzing by and feel the draft
as the pack of cyclists whoosh past. Approximately one
hundred and seventy cyclists will take to the streets to
race multiple laps, based on a category or age, through
a short, closed course (approximately a mile). The
start/finish area is located on East Front Street near
Shank’s Tavern and goes clockwise to Gay, West Market,
chicanes left on
South Waterford
and makes a right
on East Market,
a right on South
Locust with the
last right turn on
East Front.

The day will feature
not only the marquee
thirty five mile race
for top USA and
international racers, but
also races for kids ages
four to six and seven to
nine. New this year will
be a Fireman’s Fun Race,
sponsored by Gretna
Fatbikes. There will be vendors ranging from those selling
jewelry made out of recycled bicycle parts to the Sven’s
Café food truck.
The tradition of
bicycling racing in
Marietta has drawn
professional cyclists
to establish roots in
the area, too. Come
out on July 9th to
cheer on your local
professional cyclists
including
Joseph
Hydrick (riding for CS
Velo), Jamie Clinton
(riding for Team
Wheelhouse), and
Jake Sitler (riding
for Astellas Cycling
Team) while enjoying
a free sporting event
on the streets of
Marietta.
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Marietta Community
House Garden Tour
Scheduled for the Fall

Upcoming
Events:
6/25/16 2nd Annual Pig Roast & Backyard

Olympics at Railroad House Inn

7/9/16 Third Annual Historic Marietta

Bike Race

Many people look forward to the Marietta Garden
Tour, which is usually held in June to benefit the Marietta
Community House. This year, in an effort to provide garden
lovers with a different approach to gardening, the Garden
Tour will be held on September 11th and will highlight Fall
gardening ideas. Eight gardens within the Marietta area
will be open to show the many options available to prolong
your beautiful summer plantings into the months of Fall.
Look for more information on the Fall Garden Tour over the
summer months!

7/22/16 Big River play opens

at Susquehanna Stage Co.

9/11/16 Marietta Community House

Garden Tour
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Color me!

Historic Marietta Square
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